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have rain after a certain lapse of time. If rain falls before the farmers come again their good intentions have sufficed, but if not, they walk in line abreast across their parched fields, with the mullah in the centre, all chanting a weird, monotonous invocation, in rising and falling cadence, on two notes. If they get rain all is well, if not, further petitions are indicated, and a goat, sheep or steer (according to the means of the supplicants) is killed on each occasion for the entertainment of the poor. It is first led round with the party, who usually consider themselves poor enough to partake of it later on.
Broadly speaking, the western scarp of the main watershed of Yamen has two rainy seasons, one in early spring and the other in late summer, with a winter storm or two of rare occurrence.
On the eastern scarp, toward the Great Red Desert, the rainy season, such as it is, occurs in the winter, from November to February.
Sanaa plain, and, in fact, most of the central plateau itself have a rather uncertain rainfall the bulk of which is expected in summer, but is often short, and local famines are not uncommon.
Husbandry in Sanaa, and its environs, is largely dependent on well-irrigation, and the perennial brook of Alaf north of the city. Subterranean springs must percolate freely beneath that plain, for, beside the numerous wells in the city itself, there are many outside the walls which reach water at a depth of sixty feet or so.
Eastward of the central plateau the country becomes less and less fertile, though the Mareb district must have been a paradise in the days of the great dam. This vast work is mentioned by the French traveller, Arnaud (who visited Mareb in 1843), as being two miles in length,